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Brief 
Description 

This module aims to equip participants to identify and critique different types of 
language and education policies currently in existence, the attitudes towards minority 
languages which underlie them, and their consequences for minority language groups. 
 

Participants will describe different approaches to multilingual education programmes 
and the strengths and weaknesses of each type and explain and critique current 
research on multilingual education. Successful completion of this module will result in 
understanding the principles and processes of planning sustainable multilingual 
education programmes in both the formal and non-formal sectors and the application to 
their local contexts. 
 

Level of study 
 

Level 7 
 

CAT points 15  
 

Approved base 
location 

Validated delivery  

Prerequisites None 
 

Corequisites None 
 

Restrictions Not applicable 
 

Indicative 
syllabus 

● Issues related to planning and implementation of language development 
projects 

● Political, socio-cultural and economic influences on education in minority 
language communities 

● Types of multilingual education programmes. Current research 
● Second language acquisition theories 
● Delivery of multilingual education programmes 
● Programme documentation and evaluation 

 

Learning 
outcomes 

A student passing this module should be able to: 
1. identify and critique current theoretical approaches to language acquisition and 

education planning within multilingual contexts; 
2. critically evaluate different types of language and education policy, attitudes 

towards minority languages which underlie them, and their consequences for 
minority language groups; 

3. critically evaluate the design and implementation of programmes related to 
language and education in minority language contexts, and the implications for 
the communities using those languages. 

 

Learning and 
teaching 
activities 

Total: 150 hours  
Scheduled learning and teaching activities: 75 hours 
Guided independent study: 75 hours 
 

Assessment A: 22% Coursework: Individual, standard written 
1000 words 
 



 

B: 78% Coursework: Individual, standard written 
3500 words or equivalent 
 

Special 
assessment 
requirements 

None 
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