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Brief description This module develops students’ knowledge and engagement with theological and doctrinal 
foundations of the Christian faith, as understood within their historical context and in dialogue 
with contemporary issues, challenges and objections. Students engage with several areas of 
Christian doctrine, normally including creation, salvation, pneumatology and eschatology 
including reference to contemporary variations in how biblical texts are read. This module also 
allows students to understand the development of evangelicalism and critically engage with 
competing perspectives in evangelical theology. Doctrinal commitments are considered in view 
of ethical issues, and objections raised in the contemporary world. Students are enabled to 
formulate, synthesise, and articulate their own views, recognising their own positioning in light 
of a range of sources and scholarly perspectives. 

Level of study 
 

Level 5 
 

CATS points 30 
 

Approved base 
location 
 

Validated  

Restrictions None 
 

Indicative syllabus The module comprises: 
• The detailed study of several key doctrines normally including doctrines relating to:  

o Creation and humanity 
o Salvation 
o Pneumatology 
o Eschatology; 

• A critical discussion of the relationships of these doctrines to their position within 
significant periods of church history (for example, the development Pentecostalism 
and the charismatic revivals in relation to pneumatology); 

• A focus on the development of evangelicalism and analysis of the competing 
perspectives in evangelicalism, including global and majority world perspectives; 

• Contemporary variations in how biblical texts are read regarding these doctrines; 
• An investigation of these doctrines in dialogue with other contemporary theories and 

perspectives (such as scientific, philosophical, anthropological, psychological); 
• Engagement with key objections and challenges to these doctrines, including an 

opportunity for students to formulate well-justified answers and responses to these 
objections; 

• An assessment of different scholarly perspectives and approaches, equipping students 
to be able to their understand their own beliefs in recognition of their worldview, 
outlooks, commitments, prejudices and biases; 

• Exploration of various theological disputes, and their application to contemporary life, 
ethics, discipleship, ministry, church polity, evangelism, and apologetics. 

 
Learning 
outcomes 

A student passing this module should be able to:  
 

1. demonstrate critical awareness of approaches to Christian theology; 
2. demonstrate critical awareness of the role of Scripture in forming theological 

concepts; 



3. critically evaluate the relationship between the formulation of particular doctrines 
and their historical context, assessing implications for contemporary life and Christian 
ministry; 

4. form well-justified theological judgments in consideration of a wide range of primary 
and secondary sources, competing positions, and contemporary perspectives from 
outside the theological discipline. 

Learning and 
teaching activities 

Scheduled learning and teaching activities:  48 hours  
 
Guided independent study:  252 hours 
 
Placement/study abroad:  0 hours 
 
 

Mark Scheme Undergraduate: Standard Assessment: Mark/Grade 
 

Assessment A:   50 % 
Assignment 
2500 words 

 
B:   50 % 

Assignment 
2500 words  

 
Special  
assessment 
requirements 

The module has an 80% attendance requirement. 
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