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School 
 

Moorlands College 
 

Owning Course MA Applied Theology 
 

Module Type Standard Taught Module 
 

Brief 
description 

This module analyses the key principles, concepts and theories concerning the 
understanding of human personhood; asking the key question ‘what does it mean to be 
human’ and exploring its implications for morality, ethics and decision-making. It seeks 
to enable students to analyse the theological and biblical underpinnings of ethical 
approaches. Students will also engage with thematic and contemporary issues that will 
bring context to theory and offer further scope for critique and reflection of central 
ethical questions. The module also considers issues in light of their prevalence in the 
public sphere, and in the context of the student’s own engagement with practice.  
 

Level of study 
 

Level 7 
 

CATS points 30 
 

Approved base 
location 
 

Module validated for delivery at Moorlands College, Christchurch  

Restrictions None 
 

Indicative 
syllabus 

This module covers a range of topics relating to Christian ethics and moral theology, as 
well as relevant areas of the doctrine of humanity and theological anthropology, such 
as: 

• The constitutional nature of humankind; 
• Imago Dei and substantial, functional, relational notions; 
• Constructs of human ideals (including human flourishing and rationality); 
• Metaphysical aspects of personhood and ethics such as causation, continuity 

of substance and consciousness, personal identity, omission, collective 
responsibility, the non-identity problem, and moral obligation to existent and 
non-existent persons;  

• How we make ethical decisions and the drivers behind them; 
• Normative contemporary ethical frameworks (e.g. consequentialist, virtue, 

deontological approaches); 
• The use of the Bible in ethical decision making; 
• The role and nature of Christian ethics in the public square; 
• Thematic or topic based explorations (such as assisted reproductive 

technologies, end of life care, sexuality, economic ethics etc.); 
• Professional and ministry ethics in practice. 

 
 

Learning 
outcomes 

A student passing this module should be able to:  
 

1. demonstrate a systematic understanding and critical awareness of a range of 
concepts and contemporary issues that interface with Christian ethics;  

2. exercise personal responsibility in tackling and solving problems related to 
moral questions, in the absence of complete and/or contradictory data, through 
critical reflection on the philosophy and theology of the human person; 



3. systematically apply an advanced awareness of ethical values to personal and 
professional actions, responsibilities, outcomes or dilemmas, suggesting 
appropriate solutions in unpredictably complex contexts.  

 
Learning and 
teaching 
activities 

Scheduled learning and teaching activities: 26 hours   
 
Guided independent study: 274 hours:   
 

Mark Scheme Postgraduate: Standard Assessment: Mark/Grade 
 

Assessment A:   50% 
Assignment 
3,000 words or equivalent 

 
B:   50% 

Assignment 
3,000 words or equivalent 
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